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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's amendment of claim 1 reflects " devices, each having a host bridge 
associated therewith for connecting with a host bus". This limitation is addressed in the 
rejections herein. 

2. Referring to claims 1-13, 15-18 and 20, Applicant argues that neither Rekeita nor 
Kondou, discloses a systems that involve more than a single host bridge. With respect 
to this argument examiner points out that two bridges are disclosed in Fig.l of Rekeita 
(see host bridge and PCI bridge, which serves as a host bridge to PCI devices within 
block 44). Applicant further argues that PCI-to-PCI bridges do not meet the second 
host bridge. Examiner respectfully disagrees and points out that two host bridges are 
shown in Fig. 1 of Rekeita. Furthermore, these bridges are coupled to a bus. This 
arrangement is the same as recited in claim 1, for example the limitation "... devices, 
each having a host bridge associated therewith for connecting with a host bus" is met by 
two PCI bridges connected to PCI buses. Examiner states that the independent claims 
1, 8 and 15, do not include any recitation pointing out the alleged differences between 
PCI buses of Rekeita and the host buses claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-13, 15-18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rekeita (U.S. Patent No. 6.189.063 B1) in view of Kondou (U.S. 
Patent No. 6.519.671 B1). 

5. Referring to the instant claims, Rekeita discloses a method and apparatus for 
intelligent configuration register access on a PCI to PCI bridge (see abstract). 

Rekeita teaches an apparatus for intelligent configuration register access on a PCI 
to PCI bridge (38) are provided. A read to configuration information of a connected PCI 
device (30) is identified. It is then determined whether the connected PCI device (30) is 
one for which the read should be trapped. If the read should not be trapped, the read is 
passed on to the connected PCI device (30). If the read should be trapped, the type of 
PCI device is determined for the connected PCI device (30). Data is then returned 
representing the configuration information in a format appropriate for the type of PCI 
device. In one aspect, the configuration information comprises the subsystem ID and 
subsystem vendor ID of the PCI device (see abstract and Figs. 1 and 5). 

6. Referring to claims, the limitation "at least two installed bootable devices, each 
having a respective host bridge associated therewith for connecting with a host bus" is 
met by units 30, 22 and 38 in Fig. 1 . The limitation "a computer readable medium 
storing identification data for each of the installed bootable devices" is met by unit 18 
(in Fig. 1 ). While Rekeita teaches that the configuration information comprises the 
subsystem ID and subsystem vendor ID of the PCI device, he does not explicitly teach 
that host bridge identification data is stored on the computer readable medium. 
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Referring to the instant claims, Kondou teaches the application of the network bridges 
(see Fig.2). Kondou teaches a register for storing the equipment ID of the bridge (see 
column 12, lines 54-58). Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have" 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the computer system of Rekeita 
comprising the host bridge with bootable devices and the computer readable medium by 
storing on it the bridge identification data as taught in Kondou. One of ordinary skill in 
the art would have been motivated to modify the computer system comprising the host 
bridge with bootable devices and the computer readable medium by storing on it the 
bridge identification data as taught in Kondou for setting the portal (OWNER EUl 
register) and configuration of the network (see Kondou, abstract and column 12, lines 
54-58). 

7 Referring to claim 2, Rekeita teaches that installed bootable devices are PCI 
devices (see Fig. 1, units 30). 

8. Referring to claims 3, 4 and 7, Rekeita teaches that identification data comprises 
vendor ID and device ID (see abstract and Fig 4A). 

9. Referring to claim 5, BMC (unit 31 in Fig. 2 of Kondou) represents the bootable 
device coupled to a bridge (51). BMC has RAM and ROM, which are parts of the BIOS. 
BMC accesses the identification data of the bridge stored in portals (41 and 42). 

10. Referring to claims 6,12,13,16 and 20, with regard to the limitation " set up 
routine operable to display the installed bootable devices", it is well known in the art to . 
use the routine for displaying the installed bootable devices. For example it is used in 
Microsoft OS for displaying all of the external devices connected to the PC. One of 
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ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to display the installed bootable 
devices for monitoring the system. 

1 1 . Referring to claim 8, 9, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 5, 1 7 and 1 8, the limitations "... host bridge 
number is associated with one of a plurality of host bridges" and "creating an identifier 
for each bootable device from the host bridge number and the identification data read 
from each bootable device" are met by configuration information comprising the 
subsystem ID and subsystem vendor ID of the PCI device (see Rekeita abstract and 
Figs. 1 and 5). 

12. Claims 14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rekeita (U.S. Patent No. 6.189.063 B1) in view of Kondou (U.S. Patent No. 
6.519.671 B1 ) and further in view of Adamson (U.S. Patent No. 5.761.448). 

13. Referring to the instant claims, Rekeita and Kondou teach the creating the 
identifier for each bootable device from the host bridge number and the identification 
data of the bootable device. Rekeita and Kondou, however do not teach comparing the 
bus number and the device number associated with each bootable device to the values 
associated with the slot. Referring to the instant claims, Adamson teaches creating a 
bus mapping table including a field identifying the physical bus numbers of each bus in 
the computer system, a field identifying the logical bus number of each bus in said 
computer system, and additional information such bus type (PCI peer, PCI bridge, 
EISA, etc.), parent bus number, and parent bus slot number . Adamson also teaches 
that during system start up, the current physical bus numbers assigned by the computer 
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system to the busses during system boot-up are compared to the physical bus numbers 
contained within the bus mapping tabi.e to generate a logical-to-physical map table for 
translating logical bus numbers to current physical bus numbers (see Fig. 6 and column 
3, lines 35-50). Therefore, at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the computer system wherein the 
identifier is created for each bootable device from the host bridge number and the 
identification data of the bootable device of Rekeita and Kondou by comparing the bus 
number and device number with the slot value number as taught in Adamson. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the computer system 
wherein the identifier is created for each bootable device from the host bridge number 
and the identification data of the bootable device by comparing the bus number and 
device number with the slot value number as taught in Adamson for generating the 
logical-to-physical map table for translating logical bus numbers to current physical bus 
numbers (see Adamson column 3, lines 45-50). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Grigory Gurshman whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3803. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on (571)272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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